Short courses for Final Exams

English Language

Aims

· To improve students’ overall command of the language, in areas such as:

· Vocabulary: not only to extend students’ vocabulary, but also to make it more natural and idiomatic

· Grammar: to work on the most important areas of each level, and on the typical errors, approaching grammar as ‘probabilistic’ choices that language users make depending on context, rather that as a set of deterministic rules

·  Punctuation: to help students understand and produce punctuation, both in its basic uses as well as in stylistic effects it can achieve

· Register: to sensitize students to language choices (lexical, grammatical, stylistic) that depend on variables such as topic, target reader, purpose of writing, etc

· To help students better understand, and produce, the text genres and types of each year of their studies. This includes the structural,  lexico-grammatical and stylistic features that are typological to each (sub-) genre

· To provide ways for students to develop their speaking skills, for example by talking about fiction, or theory texts they may have to read

Typical Activities and Materials 

·  Reading and analyzing model texts (letters, narratives, essays, depending on the year), with a view to drawing conclusions on the linguistic and stylistic areas mentioned above, for students to experiment with them in their own writing
· Commenting on students’ own written texts: pointing out strengths so that they are repeated and extended; and weaknesses so that they can be improved and corrected

· Extra activities on the grammar, vocabulary, register, punctuation appropriate to each level and text type

· Exam simulations, both written and oral. Optional mini-tests on relevant vocabulary and grammar areas covered in the course

