Short courses for Final Exams

Phonetics and Phonology

Aims

· To polish students’ pronunciation. Even students who have had much practice in the subject have ‘vices’, fossilized pronunciation features that need attention and repeated correction

· To help students really understand the theory. The courses’ aim is for learners to avoid the mere memorization of rules and concepts. 

· To bridge the gap between theory and practice. The ultimate goal is that students should produce every aspect of phonetics and phonology

· To train learners in academic discourse: students should complete the course with a much clearer grasp of, for example, how to give an oral presentation on a technical point avoiding the informalities of casual speech

· To practise dictation and transcription, depending on students’ needs and interests

· To simulate (final) exams, both written and oral

· To help learners to sound more natural

· To the extent that it is possible, to improve students’ spoken performance in other areas than strictly phonological: vocabulary, grammar, and so on

· To suggest further areas of improvement and study beyond the course, instilling in learners the belief that learning is a life-long process

Some Materials and Activities
· Sections from a wide variety of books

· Recordings of students’ speaking, both in class and at home

· Worksheets for both the practical and the theoretical components of the subjects

· Students’ mini-presentations on a variety of topics, technical or otherwise

